
DUCKLINGS CURRICULUM
GUIDE 
T H E  A I M  O F  O U R  C U R R I C U L U M  I S  T O  E Q U I P  C H I L D R E N
W I T H  T H E  S K I L L S  A N D  K N O W L E D G E  T H E Y  N E E D  T O
E X P L O R E  A N D  U N D E R S T A N D  T H E  W O R L D  A R O U N D
T H E M .

W E  B E L I E V E  T H A T  C H I L D R E N  G R O W  A N D  D E V E L O P  W H E N
T H E Y  H A V E  A C C E S S  T O  A  W E L L  T H O U G H T  O U T  L E A R N I N G
E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  E N G A G E D  A D U L T S .

T H E  T E A C H I N G  A N D  L E A R N I N G  O F  N E W  S K I L L S  A N D
K N O W L E D G E  A R E  D E L I V E R E D  T H R O U G H  B O T H  A D U L T
A N D  C H I L D - L E D  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  B O T H  I N D O O R S  A N D
O U T D O O R S .

W E  F O C U S  O N  T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  K N O W L E D G E  A N D
S K I L L S  T H A T  W I L L  S U P P O R T  C H I L D R E N  I N  E V E R Y  W A Y
P O S S I B L E  S O  T H A T  T H E Y  C A N  M A K E  T H E  M O S T  O F
O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A N D  F U L F I L  T H E I R  P O T E N T I A L  A L O N G
W I T H  P R O M O T I N G  T H E I R  I N D E P E N D E N C E .

S O  H O W  D O  W E  A C C O M P L I S H  T H I S ?  K E E P  R E A D I N G  T O
F I N D  O U T !





THERE ARE 7 AREAS OF LEARNING AND
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE EARLY
YEARS CURRICULUM

P R I M E  A R E A S  O F  L E A R N I N G

•  P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  A N D  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T
•  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E  D E V E L O P M E N T  
•  P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

S P E C I F I C  A R E A S  O F  L E A R N I N G

•  L I T E R A C Y
•  M A T H E M A T I C S
•  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D
•  E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  A N D  D E S I G N

I N  P L A N N I N G  F O R  C H I L D R E N ,  W E  C O N S I D E R  T H E
D I F F E R E N T  W A Y S  I N  W H I C H  C H I L D R E N  L E A R N .  

T H E  T H R E E  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  E F F E C T I V E  L E A R N I N G
A R E

•  P L A Y I N G  A N D  E X P L O R I N G  
•  A C T I V E  L E A R N I N G
•  C R E A T I N G  A N D  T H I N K I N G  C R I T I C A L L Y



OVER TIME WE OFFER A RANGE OF EXPERIENCES TO
SUPPORT THE CHILDREN’S KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT. SOME OF THESE INCLUDE:

 
PLANTING SEEDS WATCHING THEM GROW
 AND LEARNING ABOUT WHAT HAS BEEN GROWN

 MEETING PEOPLE FROM THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
WHO HELP US SUCH AS THE DENTIST AND POLICE 

VISITING A LOCAL CARE HOME

TRIPS TO LOCAL PARKS AND WALKS AROUND THE
LOCAL AREA 

RAISING MONEY FOR CHARITIES
 

BAKING ACTIVITIES 

WE WILL CELEBRATE A RANGE OF FESTIVALS AND SHARE
SPECIAL OCCASIONS WITH THE CHILDREN
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. SOME OF THESE INCLUDE:

 
SHARED MEALS AND FOOD TASTING

 DRESSING UP

DANCING AND SINGING TO MUSIC

BOOKS AND STORIES

SPECIAL VISITORS
 

MAKING AND DECORATING CARDS



 
DUCKLINGS ARTISTS 

DUCKLINGS CHEFS 

DUCKLINGS GARDENERS

DUCKLINGS READERS 

DUCKLINGS AT HOME 

DUCKLINGS BLOG

WE ALSO PROVIDE EXTRA CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES
ONLINE - FREE FOR YOU TO USE AND SHARE AT HOME. 

THESE FREE RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND USING THE
LINKS PROVIDED BELOW. 

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/artists

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/chefs

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/gardeners

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/readers

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/at-home

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/blog



ASSESSMENT
A S S E S S M E N T  L I N K S  O U R  C H I L D R E N ’ S  L E A R N I N G  A N D  T O  O U R
C U R R I C U L U M .

M O S T  O F  T H E  A S S E S S M E N T S  W E  D O  A T  T H E  N U R S E R Y  A R E  F O R M A T I V E  S O
T H A T  I T  Q U I C K L Y  H E L P S  U S  T O  M A K E  A  D I F F E R E N C E  I N  C H I L D R E N ’ S
L E A R N I N G .  H O W E V E R ,  W E  A L S O  N E E D  T O  H A V E  A N  O V E R V I E W  O F
C H I L D R E N ’ S  P R O G R E S S ,  S O  T H A T  W E  C A N  T A K E  F U R T H E R  A C T I O N S  W H E R E
N E E D E D .  W E  N O T I C E  W H A T  C H I L D R E N  C A N ,  A N D  C A N ’ T  D O .  W E  A R E  G O O D
A T  D E C I D I N G  W H E N  I T  W I L L  B E  H E L P F U L  T O  S T E P  I N  A N D  S U P P O R T ,  A N D
W H E N  I T ’ S  B E S T  T O  B E  E N C O U R A G I N G  B U T  H A N G  B A C K .  I T  I S  I M P O R T A N T
T H A T  W E  A R E  C E R T A I N  T H A T  C H I L D R E N  A R E  S E C U R E  I N  W H A T  T H E Y  K N O W
A N D  C A N  D O ,  B E F O R E  I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E M  T O  S O M E T H I N G  N E W

W E  C O M P L E T E

•  A  B A S E L I N E  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  T H E  C H I L D ’ S  D E V E L O P M E N T  S H O R T L Y  A F T E R
T H E Y  S T A R T  W I T H  U S .  T H I S  I S  C O M P L E T E D  I N  P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H
P A R E N T S .  •  T E R M L Y  S U M M A T I V E  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  W H E R E  T H E  C H I L D ’ S
D E V E L O P M E N T  I S  I N  R E L A T I O N  T O  T Y P I C A L  M I L E S T O N E S  A N D  T H E
C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F
E F F E C T I V E  L E A R N I N G  •  L E A V E R S
•  S U M M A T I V E  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  W H E R E  T H E  C H I L D ’ S  D E V E L O P M E N T  I S  I N
R E L A T I O N  T O  T Y P I C A L  M I L E S T O N E S ,  T H E  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  E F F E C T I V E
L E A R N I N G ,  C H I L D ’ S  I N T E R E S T S  A N D  A N Y  O T H E R  R E L E V A N T  C O M M E N T S
A B O U T  T H E  C H I L D ’ S  T I M E  W I T H  U S .

A S S E S S M E N T  H E L P S  W I T H

•  T H E  E A R L Y  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  O F  C H I L D R E N  W H O  N E E D  T E M P O R A R Y  E X T R A
H E L P ,  A N D  C H I L D R E N  W H O  M A Y  H A V E  S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N A L  N E E D S .
•  C H E C K I N G  T H A T  E A C H  I N D I V I D U A L  C H I L D ,  A N D  G R O U P S  O F  C H I L D R E N ,
A R E  M A K I N G  P R O G R E S S  A N D  T A K I N G  P R O M P T  A C T I O N  W H E R E  T H I S  I S  N O T
T H E  C A S E  •  R E P O R T I N G  F O R M A L L Y  A N D  I N V O L V I N G  P A R E N T S  I N  T H E
S T A T U T O R Y  2 - Y E A R - O L D  P R O G R E S S  C H E C K
•  C E L E B R A T E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  A C H I E V E M E N T S  W I T H  P A R E N T S  A N D  S H A R E
F O C U S  F O R  L E A R N I N G
•  D I S C U S S I O N S  W I T H  O T H E R  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  W H O  M A Y  B E  I N V O L V E D
W I T H  A  C H I L D  A N D  F A M I L Y .  F O R  E X A M P L E ,  A  H E A L T H  V I S I T O R  O R  S O C I A L
C A R E  W O R K E R
•  S H A R I N G  I N F O R M A T I O N  W I T H  R E C E I V I N G  S C H O O L S  I N  T H E  S U M M E R  S O
T H A T  C H I L D R E N  C A N  C O N T I N U E  T H E I R  L E A R N I N G  J O U R N E Y  T H R O U G H  T H E
E Y F S  A S  S E A M L E S S L Y  A S  P O S S I B L E



EVALUATION
W E  W I L L  C H E C K  T H A T  O U R  C U R R I C U L U M  I S  M E E T I N G  T H E  N E E D S  O F  O U R
C H I L D R E N  B Y

•  G A T H E R I N G  F E E D B A C K  F R O M  T H E  C H I L D R E N ,  P A R E N T S  A N D  O T H E R
P R O F E S S I O N A L S .
•  R E V I E W  T H E  P R O G R E S S  C H I L D R E N  A R E  M A K I N G  A N D  H O W  T H E Y  A R E
A C C E S S I N G  T H E  L E A R N I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T  •  A S  A  T E A M  D I S C U S S  O U R
O B S E R V A T I O N S  O F  T H E  E D U C A T I O N A L  P R O G R A M M E S  W E  O F F E R
•  I N D I V I D U A L L Y  W I T H  T H E  M A N A G E R  O F  T H E  S E T T I N G  D I S C U S S  T H E
C U R R I C U L U M

FURTHER SUPPPORT
I F  Y O U  S T I L L  H A V E  A  Q U E S T I O N  R E G A R D I N G  O U R  C U R R I C U L U M  P L E A S E
D O N ' T  H E S I T A T E  T O  A S K .  A  S T A F F  M E M B E R ,  A  M A N A G E R ,  O R
A L T E R N A T I V E L Y  V I A  O U R  W E B S I T E ;  

MONTHLY PARENT ENVOLVEMENT
T O  E N H A N C E  O U R  O N - S I T E  A C T I V I T I E S  W E  W E L C O M E  P A R E N T  I N P U T ,  I N
T H E  F O R M  O F  O U R  M O N T H L Y  I N F O R M A T I O N  S H E E T .  T H I S  I N F O R M A T I O N  I S
T H E N  I N C O R P O R A T E D  W I T H I N  O U R  P L A N N I N G  T O  S U P P O R T  A N D  E N H A N C E
T H E  P O S I T I V E  L E A R N I N G  O U T C O M E S  F O R  A L L  C H I L D R E N .  

T H I S  F O R M  C A N  B E  F O U N D  O N  O U R  W E B S I T E ,  A T  

A N D  A D D I T I O N A L L Y  A T  T H E  E N D  O F  T H I S  D O C U M E N T .

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/curriculum

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk



INTERESTS AND EVENTS AT HOME - INFORMATION SHEET

E V E R Y  C H I L D  I S  U N I Q U E  A N D  H E R E  A T  D U C K L I N G S ,  W E  L O V E  T O  C E L E B R A T E  E V E R Y O N E ’ S  D I F F E R E N C E S .
W E  L I K E  T O  F I N D  O U T  A B O U T  E V E R Y  C H I L D ’ S  I N T E R E S T S  A N D  T H E  T H I N G S  T H E Y  L I K E ,  I N  O R D E R  T O  H E L P
E A C H  C H I L D  L E A R N  I N  A  W A Y  T H A T  S U I T S  T H E M .

W E  W I L L  B E  O B S E R V I N G  Y O U R  C H I L D  W H I L S T  T H E Y  A R E  P L A Y I N G  A N D  T A K I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O
I N T R O D U C E  N E W  S K I L L S  A N D  I D E A S .  W E  W O U L D  R E A L L Y  L I K E  T O  H E A R  A B O U T  Y O U R  C H I L D ’ S  H O M E
L I F E  T O  H E L P  U S  G E T  T O  K N O W  T H E M  B E T T E R  A N D  P L A N  A C T I V I T I E S  T H A T  Y O U R  C H I L D  W I L L  E N J O Y .

I F  Y O U R  C H I L D  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S H O W  A N  I T E M  T O  T E L L  U S  A B O U T ,  P L E A S E  S H A R E  A  P I C T U R E  O V E R  E Y L O G
O R  E M A I L  S O  W E  C A N  S H O W  E V E R Y O N E  A T  P R E S C H O O L .
P L E A S E  C O U L D  Y O U  I N C L U D E  A  F E W  P H O T O S  F R O M  Y O U R  B R E A K ?  Y O U  C A N  S E N D  I N  P A P E R  C O P I E S  O R
D I G I T A L  O N E S  T O  Y O U R  I N D I V I D U A L  S I T E S  E M A I L  A D D R E S S ,  W H I C H  C A N  B E  L O C A T E D  V I A  O U R  W E B S I T E ;  

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/locations

Does your child have any interests or favourite things at the moment? (e.g. riding their bike, a favourite
game, space rockets, vets.)

Are there any significant events happening in your family at the moment? (e.g. celebrations, people visiting,
new pets.)

Is there any other information you would like to share that will help us get to know your child better?

Do you have any questions for us about your child's time here at Ducklings?


